BEST PRACTICES

Rajdhani College is committed towards providing holistic education to students and
contributing towards development of their multi-dimensional personalities. The rigorous class
schedule provides a stimulating learning experience where students strive for academic
excellence. Moreover, the lectures, seminars, workshops and conferences organized by the
various departments nurture critical thinking in the respective disciplines. In addition, various
co-curricular activities encourage social awareness, national consciousness, gender
sensitization and environmentally responsible behaviour. Two best practices stand out: civic

engagement among the youth and creating an inclusive environment on campus.
Best Practice 1
Title: Providing an inclusive environment for learning

Objectives: Inclusive education aims to give all students a chance to learn and develop learning

skills. It especially aims to give learning opportunities to groups who have been excluded and

marginalised.

Context: Students from certain backgrounds face barriers and difficulties in higher education.

Taking its cue from national policies, Rajdhani College aims to provide an inclusive
environment where diversities of gender, specially abled, socioeconomic class and regional
variance live in harmony. Also, various policies and initiatives seek to create a nurturing
ground where diverse groups grow side by side for the benefit of all. The initiatives of Equal
Opportunity Cell (EOC), Women Development Cell (WDC), North East Students Welfare Cell
(NESWC), Dr BR Ambedkar Cell and Student Aid Fund (SAF) are noteworthy in this

direction.
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Practice:
Equal Opportunity Cell (EOC)

The College complies with Government Ordinances regarding differently-abled
students. Special provisions have been made in order to include, enable and empower
the differently abled students.

Preference is given to classes having differently abled students to be held on ground
floor.

Washrooms are constructed on the ground floor for both boys and girls in order to
ensure an accessible and barrier free atmosphere for the PWD in the College.

There is a provision of wheel chairs for orthopedically challenged students.

Special tactile floor tiles are installed on the pathways to guide visually challenged
students. There are ramps to allow adaptable movement for differently abled students.
Devices like the Angel Voice Recorder, Plustek Optic-book Scanner 3800, Lexcam
Instant Reader and Scanner and Everest DV 4 Braille Printer were purchased to meet
the needs of students. Softwares like Lex Software and Camera Package, Angel Pro
Player, Non-visual Desktop Access (NVDA), HINDI OCR have been acquired to
facilitate learning for visually impaired students.

The college library has procured many Braille books with the provision of a separate
section for them. There is a computer friendly section for ‘Persons with Disability’
(PWD) in the library. Two staff members of library underwent training programme
conducted by University of Delhi to make library PWD friendly.

The library has various facilities for the differently-abled students. Book Scanning
facility, Screen Reading software is being installed, Digital Audio books (DAISY
Format) and E-Books are made available to these students.

Voice recorders are kept in the library with the purpose of being issued to differently-
abled students. Visually challenged students are provided with laptops equipped with
Braille software.

Visually challenged students are provided with the Braille library membership form
from the library to enable them take membership of the university Braille library and

have an access to the Braille resources at no extra cost.

There is an arrangement of writers for visually disabled students during examination.




On 24 August 2018, the cell organized Orientation Programme where through an
interactive session the students were made aware of the differently- abled friendly and
accessible environment of the college.

On August 31 2018, interactive session between Delhi Guardians of Help the Blind
Foundation (HTBF) and visually impaired students of our college was arranged.

On 1 November, 2018, the Cell organized Awareness and Sensitization Programme.
During the programme, Braille Book Exhibition; HTBF Scholarship Distribution
Ceremony; and musical presentation by the special students were the main events.

On 21 February, 2019 Creative Writing Competition on Sharing Experiences on
Disability was organized.

On 6 March 2019 Interdisciplinary National Seminar on Dimensions of Disability
Studies: Evolution and Prospects was organized. The Chief Guest was Dr. S. K. Prasad,
Deputy Chief Commissioner for Person with Disabilities, Government of India, and the
Guest of Honour was Prof. Anil Aneja, Nodal Officer, PWD, University of Delhi.

On 6 March 2019 Para Athletics Championship (Running Competitions for VH) was

organized.

National Seminar on “Dimensions of Disability Studies: Evolution and Prospects ”
held on 6 March 2019




Para Athletics Championship (Running Competitions for VH) was organized on 6 March 2019

Women Development Cell (WDC) organized the following programmes:

Women Development Cell (WDC) worked actively to promote gender equality and
adopted multi-dimensional approaches to sensitise gender issues.

On 26 September 2018, the inaugural programme had the following distinguished

speakers: Dr. Kiran Walia (Former Education Minister, Government of NCT of Delhi)

and Ms. Jagmati Sangwan (Social Activist). The topic for the day was “Women and
Politics”.
A five-day Workshop on Self-Defense was organised by WDC in collaboration with

Delhi Police. Around sixty girl students participated in this event, and they learned




various techniques like elbow attack, palm attack, finger attack and other self-defense

techniques.

e Celebration of International Women’s Day on 8 March 2019

5-day workshop on Self-Defense was organised by WDC in collaboration with Delhi Police.
The students learned various techniques like elbow attack, palm attack, finger attack and

other self-defense techniques.
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WDC organized a programme on “Women and Politics” on 26 September, 2018. The

speakers were Kiran Walia and Jagmati Sangwan.
Creating a gender-sensitive campus:

e The campus is under strict surveillance of cameras. 16 security cameras are installed
in the college at main junctures to ensure secure environment for women. There are
13 security guards working round the clock in 3 shifts of 8 hours each.

e The Proctorial board ensures the discipline of the college, including a safe and secure
environment for the girl students.

e Women's Development Cell, Grievance Redressal Cell, Anti-ragging Committee and
Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) ensure a healthy and conducive environment for

growth and development of students and staff of the college.




e A spacious room with restrooms is earmarked as the Girls' Common Room for the use
of girl students. A Sanitary Napkin Dispenser is installed in the Girls' Common Room,

and they can avail sanitary napkins at a very nominal charge of Rs. 5 per napkin.
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13 security guards work roun th clockin 3 shifts of 8 hours each for safety
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16 security cameras throughout the campus for surveillance
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Sanitary napkin disposal machine in Girls” Common Room

NCWEB Centre:
e Rajdhani college has a Non- Collegiate Women's Education Board (NCWEB) Centre
that has 1297 students.
The Centre provides Library facility for the girl students.

Centre runs Diksha Book Bank through which girl students belonging to poor sections

are provided free books which have been collected through book donations.




NCWERB students’ event

Dr B R Ambedkar Study Circle

e Was inaugurated on 9 October 2018 by Dr. R.S. Kureel, Director, Ministry of

Agriculture, Government of India. The study circle aims to work on various social,
political, economic, and scientific arenas as well as career prospects for the benefit of
students.

In the inaugural programme, Dr R. S. Kureel discussed marginalization as resultant of
the social structure, and emphasised on following the path of “Panchsheela”. Prof. P.
D. Sahare traced the history of Dalit Movement in India.

The Annual Fest was organized on 28 March 2018. Prof. Balwan Gautam, Ambedkar
Chair, University of HP and Prof. Sheoraj Singh Bechain, University of Delhi graced
the occasion with their highly motivational talks on “Ambedkar’s Perspective on

Education in Modern India”.

Annual Fest of B.R. Ambedkar Study Circle

North East Student’s Welfare Committee (NESWC)

¢ North East Students” Welfare Committee organised an Orientation Programme on 13

August 2018. The principal said that suggestions to improve the well-being of Northeast




students were welcome. Dr. Sushi Kumar identified language problem as a primary

hurdle towards fraternization and socialization of the Northeast students with others.
With the aim at orientating the students towards academic engagement with socio-
political issues, the NESWC organised a Panel Discussion on Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill on 11 March 2019.

NESWC organised a tour to Jaipur and Pushkar between 22-24 March 2019 to introduce
the students to different languages, cultures and ways of life. The experiences helped

them understand and appreciate the variety of Indian cultures.

Panel discussion on Citizenship Bill on 11 March, 2019
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Organized a tour to Jaipur and Pushkar in March 2019 to introduce the students to different

languages, cultures and ways of life.

Student Aid Fund (SAF)

e The Student Aid Fund (SAF) Committee is responsible for the task of recommending
students who are in need of financial help for education.
The committee received a large number of applications from students and conducted
rigorous process of screening, 126 applications were scrutinized, and after a thorough

scrutiny recommended the names.

Evidence of success:
The admission committee ensures that seats in different courses are filled keeping in
view the category allocation.

To encourage girls in higher education, most courses offer a relaxation in cut-off for

girl students.

The tactile tiles, signs outside the classrooms and washrooms aim at creating a campus

that is friendly to differently abled.




In August 2018, an interactive session between Delhi Guardians of Help the Blind
Foundation (HTBF) and visually impaired students of our college was arranged. After
the session, HTBF selected thirty-three VH students for HTBF scholarship to meet their
hostel or living expenses.

In October, Ruby Kumari of B.A. (Prog) Il Year was selected for Marga Schulze Merit

Scholarship (Germany). In the 71" Indian Blind and Deaf Judo Championship held on

18-20 January 2019 at Gorakhpur, Ram Bharosa of B.A.(H) History, | Year got the
Bronze Medal. In the various Inter College Level Competitions, participation of
Nishant, Gorav, Aditya and Suraj among others has been noteworthy.

On 21 February, 2019 Creative Writing Competition on Sharing Experiences on
Disability was organized. More than 45 students from different colleges participated in
the event.

Interdisciplinary National Seminar on Dimensions of Disability Studies: Evolution and
Prospects generated academic discussion and created sensitization about the
differently- abled students.

Para Athletics Championship (Running Competitions for VH) organized in 2019 saw
participation of more than 30 students.

Among the 26 NCWEB Centres, Rajdhani College is the only centre with Girls’
Common Room (GCR) and Reading Room Facility.

Some of the students of NCWEB centre have achieved remarkable feats. For instance,
Romica Dhawan won a gold medal in the International Cricket Tournament organized
in Phuket (Thailand). Another student Neha has shown remarkable performance in the
field of Athletics. Lecture series, Annual Fest, cultural programmes and Sports Meet
have also been organized by the Centre.

Student Aid Fund gives financial assistance to students from a less privileged

background.

Problems encountered and resources required: The college is making its best efforts to
create an inclusive environment for the students. However, sensitisation and orientation
programmes should be held regularly both for the students and teachers to raise further
awareness about need for inclusion. We need to emphasise politically correct speech and action
when interacting with people with differences. Resources are needed for lifts and more ramps

for differently abled students.




Best Practice 2

Civic engagement among the youth

Objectives of the practice: The purpose is to create awareness in students about civic issues,
social problems and lend positive steps to make a difference in society. Apart from academic
excellence, it is important that students in college learn that the growth of the individual is
linked to society, and that they are presented a path where they work towards social upliftment

and harmony.

Context: In a society that is largely driven by individual goals and material success, it becomes
imperative to inculcate a sense of social and civic responsibility in the youth who are the human
resource of the nation. The activities under various societies like NCC, NSS, Enactus and Yuva
are aimed at creating socially aware citizens who engage with civic society. The programmes
include talks and seminars that create consciousness about social issues, and activities where

students in a more direct and active manner undertake initiatives towards the community.
Practice:
NCC organized the following programmes:

The NCC cadets organised cleanliness drive under “Swachh Bharat Swasth Bharat Abhiyan”
to create awareness regarding cleanliness and its benefits.

Tree Plantation Drive was undertaken.

“Surakshit Bharat Abhiyan”, a road safety drive in which the cadets made people aware of
the importance of following traffic rules. This drive was conducted in Dwarka Sector 11
Sports Stadium on 24 September 2018.

Celebrated the success of surgical strike which was conducted by Indian army officers, and
paid tribute to our brave soldiers.

Celebration of NCC Day in November 2018 where the cadets took pledge that they will

uphold unity of India and be responsible citizens of the nation.




Tree plantation drive

NSS wing organised the following activities:

Swachhta Pakhwada in October 2018 included a cleanliness awareness campaign in college

and nearby areas. The campaign started with an oath ceremony and guidance session.

Flood Relief Collection Drive was organized to help the people of Kerala affected by
devastating floods in August 2018. Apart from cash, clothes, eatables and medicines were
collected for the same.

The National Disaster Response Force provided training to NSS volunteers on various
disaster situations and also instructed about various techniques that can be used to save lives
in case of calamity or disaster.

Blood Bond where a blood donor group of college students was formed.

“Each One Teach One” initiative to teach children of nearby slums.




Flood Relief Collection Drive for flood devastated Kerala in 2018

Enactus Rajdhani, a not-for-profit organization is aimed at achieving the 17 sustainable

development goals:

Has spearheaded Project Junoon and Project Mohalla Clinic.

Awareness campaigns such as “Anti Spitting” and “Anti-Tobacco”.

Provided free books to about 100 children through the Book Donation Drive in April 2019.
“Daan Utsav- Each one feed one” provided free meals to about 200+ slum women and

children.

Anti-tobacco campaign




Volunteers preparing for Project Mohalla

YUVA (Social welfare and youth development society) undertook the following programmes:

Mental illness awareness session led by Mr. Manu Singh who is a social activist,
spiritual trainer and interfaith practitioner.

“Bujho to Jane” quiz was organized to test awareness of social causes.

“Meri Gully Main”, a rap competition was organized to raise awareness about social
welfare.

Pet adoption camp was organized to raise awareness about “Adopt, don’t shop”.

“Poshan” initiative was launched in February 2019, whereby worn-out jeans were

collected and later turned into denim pouches in collaboration with a local boutique.

These were sold during the fest and the profit was used to buy milk for homeless
children.

“Poshan ” initiative was launched in February 2019. Worn-out jeans were turned into denim pouches,

and the profit was used to buy milk for homeless children
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gar SOCIETY

WITH SANJAY
GANDHI ANIMAL

—_, - CARE GENTRE,
v#8. ¢ VAT ENCLAVE
'Y

Pet Adoption Camp. “Adopt, don’t shop”

Evidence of success:

The NCC organised cleanliness drive under “Swachh Bharat Swasth Bharat Abhiyan”
of Government of India saw overwhelming participation. The principal started the event
by cleaning parts of the ground, NCC in-charges, PI staff and cadets followed suit; all
the cadets took pledge to clean college campus and to make our city smart and clean.
Tree Plantation Drive started in June 2018 where the students took oath to plant a tree
every month.

Swachhta Pakhwada organised by NSS motivated the students to undertake cleaning of
not just the campus but sites close by like ESI hospital, college bus stop, ESI underpass,
Shivaji Park, and slum areas of Punjabi Bagh, Moti Nagar and Shivaji Enclave.
Project Junoon started by Enactus aims at providing skills to underprivileged women
to manufacture bags of different kinds. The project started with providing employment
opportunities to 15 women and is currently providing it to 100 women, with the aim of
benefitting 1000 women this year.

Mental illness awareness session by Yuva was a pioneer and addressed an aspect that
is often overlooked in society. The resource person discussed the addiction of mobile
phones and overthinking, and highlighted the importance of meditation to control
thoughts and over-thinking.

Yuva Fest, “Inayat” raised social awareness about various issues like gender

discrimination and cruelty towards animals. The pet adoption camp and sale of pouches




made from old jeans showed a direction whereby all of us can contribute towards social

welfare.

Problems encountered and resources required: While the students have undertaken various
activities to the best of their abilities, financial assistance for travel regarding various society
outreach programmes would be useful. Collaboration with government agencies or NGOs can

give a more concrete shape and direction to welfare schemes.
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