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 Course Objective
_ More often than not, when we talk of laws we mean authoritatively sanctioned rules, which are
A ‘considered essential for a well-ordered society. Yet laws in a democracy are also about
. constituting a society marked by equality, freedom, and dignity. The rights approach to law has
. assumed importance in democracies, precisely because of people’s struggles to broaden the
'.‘:‘_-q-: understanding of law as something which reflects the will of the people. As such law becomes an
it - important source of rights and duties, which develop and strengthen alongside institutions of
' representative democracy; constitutional norms; and the rule of law. This course aims to help the
students understand law as a source of rights, and as a progressively widening sphere of justice,
welfare, and dignity. This relationship between laws and rights will be studied through specific
values which have come to be seen as integral for a democratic society viz., equality and non-
" discrimination, empowerment, redistribution and recognition of traditional rights etc.
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Course Learning Outcomes
On the successful completion of the course, students would be able to:
e Demonstrate an understanding of law as a source of right.

e Develop an understanding of democratic values such as equality, justice etc. and learn
about different laws enacted to uphold these value.
:4 e Demonstrate an awareness of democratic rights guaranteed to Indian citizens and persons
e Develop skills related to using ordinary legal procedures to safeguard the rights
guaranteed to citizens and persons

e Show basic awareness of ordinary.procedures such as obtaining different kinds of identity
documents.

. e Show understanding of the.structure and principles of the Indian legal system
Unit |
Rule of law and the Criminal Justice System in India (1 week)

.. Unit2

Laws relating to criminal justice administration (2 weeks)
a) How to file a complaint, First Information Report (FIR)
b) Detention, arrest and bail

" Unit3
Equality and non-discrimination (4 weeks)...., ... oo cesais

a) Gender: the protection of women against domestic violence, rape and sexual harassment
b) Caste: laws abolishing untouchability and providing protection against atrocities
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Unlt 4

~ . :c) Class: laws concerning. minimum wages ... . . _
d) Disability and equality of partlclpatlon and opportumty
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Empowerment (2 weeks)
a) Access to information

i, b) Rights of the consumer ™"

S0 Unit5

Redistribution, recognition and livelihood (2 weeks)
a) Traditional rights of forest dwellers and the issue of women’s property rights

. :b) Rural employment guarantee,

‘Unit 6

O

Access to Identification documents and Socnal Secu rity Schemes (1 week / exercises only)

. Familiarise yourself with the following: Procedure for obtaining an Election Commission of

India Identity Card, Drlvmg lu,ense Ratlon Card Rashtnya Swasthya Bima Yojna, Old Age

" 'Pension Scheme, s
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. Teaching Learning Process

- :Students will receive interactive lectures on conception of rule of law. Students will engage in

- discussions on law as a source of rights, as a progressively widening sphere of substantive
justice, welfare, and dignity. The relationship between laws and rights will be studied through

specific values which have come to be seen as integral for a democratic society viz., equality and

* non-discrimination, empowerment, redistribution and recognition of traditional rights etc.

Suggested exercises for students

1. Discuss the debates around any recent Ordinance, Bill or Act in Parliament.

2. How to file an FIR? In case there has been a theft in the neighbourhood how would you
file the first Hand Information Report?

3. Under what circumstances can detentlon and arrest become illegal?

4. Discuss any contemporary practice or event that violates the equality and protection
against discrimination laws.

Read Ordinance XV -D of University of Delhi and make a list of the kinds of conduct
that would qualify as sexual harassment.
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