|
{
1
i
"
-4
=y
i

W,

{
o7,

SECI -

““Heritage and Tourism
Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is to enablé the students to understand the social, historic, scientific,
aesthetic and economic values that are inherent in a cultural heritage. The template is set with
practices of visual representation in colonial India and the institutionalizing of colonial
archaeology. In the last quarter of the 19t century, Indian artefacts get museumized with the
coming of exhibitions, fairs, collections, setting up of museums and botanical gardens. This
making of Indian heritage through the rhetoric of spectacle in the colonial period forms part of
the first unit. Moving to the contemporary ‘times, to make the course more conducive to
employment opportunities, present day practices of marketing heritage are explored in the next
unit. Religious tourism, commercialization of nature tourism, nostalgia tourism and the lived
experience of heritage walks as cultural representations are studied here. While there are obvious
advantages of Tourism as being economically viable, the last unit deals with the impact of
overkill tourism practices. Case studies of three different socio-ecological spaces, as also issues
of conservation of heritage sites, making a case for sustainable tourism, are studied in the last
unit. The objective of the course, strengthened with project work and field trips, is to equip the
students to appreciate the nature of industries associated with heritage and tourism.

Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completfonof course students will have knowledge and skills to:
* Enhance his/her ability to discern the nature of the cultural heritage of the nation.
Contextualise his/her country’s history of heritage representation, to effectively

comprehend the present.

Draw inference from different aspects of tourism, its varieties and be sensitive to the
impact of overkill tourism in different geographical areas with specific local sensibilities,
thus making a case for sustainable tourism.

Equip himself / herself with theoretical knowledge of heritage and tourism.
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Course Content:

Unit I: Constitution of heritage in colonial India '
Institutionalization and commodification of Indian art and architecture: collections,
exhibitions, museums and monumentalization — case study of the Great Exhibition,
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London; Kew Gardens, London Indian Museum, Kolkata; Tranquebar; guide books and
travel literature. S "

Unit I1: Tourism: marketing heritage

o

;- a. Religious Tourism: Case studies of Kashi, Sarnath, Ajmer Sharif, Amritsar, Bom Jesus
KRt Cathedral of old Goa o

b. Memory and tourism: Raj nostalgia, Indian diaspora’s search for roots
¢. Ecotourism: commercialising nature
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d. Exhibiting culture: handicrafts, heritage walks and tours, palaces, heritage festivals
;v Unit III: Sustainable Tourism

e a. Interface with local sensibilities: case study of Agra, Simla, Goa
r‘ Vi h' b. Conservation of Heritage: Humayun’s Tomb, Ajanta Caves
Unit IV: Field trips/Project work: Some suggestions:
a. Field Trips to Mathura Museum, Natlonal Museum National Gallery of Modern Art, Rail
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i ‘ b Museum\ Sulabh International Museum of T01lets National Craft Museum, galleries,
' exhibitions

|

. e p—— =
ey

b. Heritage walks/trails to monuments and sites

c. Visit to light and sound shows and live performances at monuments, sites

b d. Documenting the impact of tourism on heritage sites and local communities

i': ‘ : :' e. Making a report on the ongoing conservation projects of various sites by the ASI, Aga

Khan Trust for Culture, INTACH and other community and private organizations
f. Food tourism etc.
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|, i ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT-WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES:

Unit I; This Unit explains institutionalization and commodification of Indian art and architecture
during colonial period. In what ways collections, exhibitions, Museums etc. were
P institutionalised during British India to Constitute Heritage. (Teaching Time: 5 Weeks Approx.)

Breckenridgé; Carol A. (1989)7'Tﬁé‘ Aesthetics and Politics of Colonial Collecting: India
at World fairs". Comparative Studies in Society and History vol. 31 no.2, pp. 195-216.
o Brockway, Lucile H. (1979). "Science and Colonial Expansion: The Role of the British
Royal Botanic Gardens". American Ethnologist vol. 6 no.3, pp. 449-65.

Guha-Thakurta, Tapati,-(2004).-The Museum in the Colony: Collecting, Conserving,
Classifying." in Monuments, Objects, Histories: Institutions of Art in Colonial and
Postcolonial India. Ranikhet: Permanent Black, pp. 43-82.

, i : Fihl, Esther. (2017).”"Collections at the National Museum of Denmark." in Esther Fihl
, (ed.). Intercultural Herztage and Historical Identities: Cultural Exchange on the
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Coromandel Coast of India.Copenhagen: The National Museum of Denmark, pp. 17-32.
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