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Course Objectives

This course is about ™ acquainting students with some basic concepts and methods of
archaeological research such as_excavation, survey, analysis of artefacts and various dating
methods. This course will also make them aware of the contributions of key archaeologists and
institutions in the evolution of archaeology as a discipline in India. Students will learn an
integrative approach to the theoretical perspectives and praxis of archaeology in this paper. The

main pedagogical tools for achieving these objectives would be case studies and project work in
the context of the Indian subcontinent.” =~ e

Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of course students will have knowledge and skills to:

* Describe various stages of development of archaeology as a discipline.
Discuss the methods of excavations.

Explain various dating methods employed by the archaeologists.

Identify and contextualize the past objects found during explorations and excavations of
sites.

Interpret aspects of past societies:

Analyse the role of institutions and individuals in the development of Indian archaeology.

Undertake projects related to the search of places related to the epics, Sangama texts and
the Buddhist tradition.

Course Content:

Unit 1: Defining Archaeology: Aims and methods; Understanding its origins and Development;
Variety of archaeological evidence; Survey and excavation of sites and features; Stratigraphy.

Unit 2: Origin and development of archaeology in India; Role of archaeologists and
institutions.

Unit 3: Exploring human experience through archaeology in India: Environment,
Technology and Subsistence patterns; Society, Trade and Art.

Unit 4: Problems of Correlating Textual Materials and Archaeological Evidence: the epics,
Sangama texts and the Buddhist tradition.

Unit S: Visit to a museum, an archaeological site, report preparation and presentations are
part of this course.

ESSENTIAL READINGS AND UNIT-WISE TEACHING OUTCOMES:
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